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Topics of the
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Describes the change in mobility‐behaviour due to the increasing
polpulation of aged people. It gives insight in changing mobility patterns
and possible solutions to still provide mobility

Description of
the guideline

The baby boom generation’s maturation to retirement, lower birth rates
and increased longevity are creating dramatic demographic shifts in OECD
Member countries. By 2030, baby boomers will account for one in every
four persons in the developed world, and by 2050, experts predict a
tripling of those aged 80 or more. This “greying” of society will affect
virtually every facet of life in the 21st century. Proactive and thoughtful
planning is needed to ensure senior citizens’ safe, lifelong mobility.
Members of this generation will live longer, more active and healthier
lives than earlier generations. However, there is a tendency to associate
older people with progressive functional loss and disability, and public
perception of the safety of older road users may be based on erroneous
information, unsupported by actual crash data. It is important to clarify
this situation and to distinguish between their personal risk of injury or
death in a crash and the risk some may present to the safety of others.
An OECD Working Group comprised of road safety research practitioners,
transport planners and engineers, medical professionals and policy
makers has produced the present study, which explores the travel
patterns, transport and safety needs and mobility implications of
tomorrow’s elderly. (A list of members of the group and of the editorial
board for the present publication is given in Annex.) The study examines
mobility in the context of other societal objectives, including safety,
infrastructure provision and accessibility. It aims to inform strategists,
policy makers, regulators and the general public of the ageing
population’s safety and mobility needs. Further, it seeks to dispel many
myths and misconceptions about older road users and presents the latest
research findings in order to assist decision makers to formulate sound
policies and programmes for the safe mobility of ageing populations.
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Also in French available: "VIEILLISSEMENT ET TRANSPORTS ‐ Concilier
mobilité et sécurité"

